Preach’d  before  the 


LORD  MAYOR 


On  Eajler- Hr< ednefdayy  April  23  d.  1701. 


Abney  Mayor. 

Martis  xxiv.  die  Aprilis,  1701. 
Annoq ;  Regni  Regis  Willielmi 

*Tertii  Angliae,  ijc,  Decimo 
cTertm 

THIS  Court  doth  delire  Dr.  Whincop 
to  Print  his  Sermon  Preached  before 
the  Lord-Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Governours 
of  the  feveral  Hofpitals  of  this  City,  at  the 
Parifli- Church  of  St.  Bridgets ,  on  Wednesday 
in  Eajter-Wee\  laft. 


Afhhurft. 


SERMON 

Preached  before  the 
RIGHT  HONOURABLE 

T  H  E 

LORD-MAYOR, 

THE 

ALDERMEN, 

AND' 

Governours  of  the  feveral  Hofpitals 
of  the  City  of  London  *, 

At  St.  Bridget  s  Church, 

On  Wednejday  in  Eajier-  Weeb^  Apr.  23.  1701 
Being  one  of  the  Anniverfary  Spittle-Sermons , 


By  THO.  WHINCOP ,  D.  D.  Redor  of  the 
United  Parifhes  of  St.  Mary-Ah-Church ,  and 
St.  Laurence-Pountney,  London. 

LONDON ,  Printed  by  J.  Leake ,  for  Walter 
Kjttilby  at  the  Bijhops-Head  in  St.  Paul's- 
Church-Lardy  1701. 


\ 


I 


* 


*  j*  :•:%  v 


in 


Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30376178 


[  •  ] 


i  John  ill  1 8. 

Let  m  not  Love  in  Wordy  neither  in 
Tongue ,  but  in  Deed  and  in  Truth. 


NO  T  long  before  St.  John  wrote  this 
Epiftle,  Right  Honourable,  and  Well- 
Beloved,  the  Tares  began  to  fpring  up 
which  the  Enemy,  the  Evil  one,  had 
(own  |  (whence  poffibly  he  took  an  occafion  of 
Penning  it)  for  a  two  fold  Herefie  at  that  time  arofe 
in  Gods  Church. 

The  Firft  of  which  was  that  of  Ebioa  and  Cerin- 
tbusy  and  their  Followers,  who  denied  the  Divinity 
and  Godhead  of  Chrift  our  Saviour,  having  a  Poor 
and  low  Opinion  of  him,  accounting  Him  an  ordi¬ 
nary  Man,  and  nothing  more  than  a  Man,  juftified 


only  for  his  proficiency  in  Virtue,  and  begotten  by 
Mary's  accompanying  with  her  Husband,  as  *  Eu~  *  n^a  S(  , 
jtbim  tells,  Lib.  iii.  Ch.  27.  and  other  Errors  be  was  ■mviivwdi 
guilty  of,  recited  by  the  fame  Author,  Chap,  xxviii. 
of  the  fame  Book. 

mvh  nyvvjo,  y&iw  irponortiy  dv]b  pwvov  Avtipum  JW ^wofdvop  dvMg 

71  mm \&s  29  £  ytfflxwkfw®  Eufibiw's  Ecclefiaftical  Hiftary*  Lik  iii* 
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*  Ka)  ^  >5  mp;  «'<  cfe;  The  other  of  *  Baftlides ,  with  his 
mpmol©-  ifuia;  hm  </£  Difciples,  who  denied  the  Humanity 
aimr favlanM  ei '  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  that  he 

atewvtu*  st.  Epiphan.  adverius  had  not  real  Plefh  and  Bones  as  we 
Harefes.  H^ref.  24. Lib.  1.  Tom.  2.  have,  but  was  a  meer  Spe&re,  and 

a  Body  only  in  appearance  and  fhew,  as  we  read  in 
Epiphdnius. 

Both  thefe  Erroneous  Opinions  and  dangerous 
Tenets  doth  the  Apoftle  St.  John  make  it  his  bufi- 
nefs  to  confute,  and  fufficiently  to  eftablifh  the 
truth  of  the  contrary,  in  this  Epiftie,  as  alfo  in  his 
Gofpel,  which  at  the  Intreaty  of  the  Jfian  Bi- 
(hops  and  Ambafladors  from  feveral  Churches,  he 
wrote  after  his  return  from  Patmos  to  Ephefiur  as 
TonyJiinCom-(a^  St.  Hierom  informs  us. 

ment.fuper  Ma-  Wherein  he  fettles  their  minds  in  the  true  know- 
th*um  Pros-  ledge  of  God,  declaring  what  he  had  heard  from 
mm f  our  Lord,  as  alfo  writing  that  his  Gofpel  laft  of  all, 

he  fupplied  what  was  omitted  by  the  other  Evange- 
lifts ;  and  therefore  it  is  obferved  that  he  chiefly  in- 
fifts  upon  the  A&ions  and  Hiftory  of  our  Saviour 
from  the  beginning  of  his  Miniftry,  of  which  the 
f b\  Eufcb.  other  had  not  fo  fully  treated,  as  (h)  Eufehius  and 
Eccku  Mft.  iren£H4  remark.  Befides  the  Church  was  torn  a- 

irmxu&adver-  funder  by  the  Followers  of  Simon ,  who  alfo  de- 
Sui  Hxrefes.  nied  the  reality  of  Chrift's  coming  in  the  Flefh,  and 
^CO^Ham-  wou^  no  longer  obferve  a  (c)  Crucified  Chrift,  or 
mond’s  Prc-  venture  any  Perfecution  for  that  Profeflion. 
face  to  .yr  Johns  Moreover  there  were  others  alfo  at  that  time,  who 

ptJ  were  earned:  that  Faith  alone  was  neceflary  to  Sal¬ 

vation,  no  matter  how  they  lived  and  behaved  them- 
felves  in  the  World ;  therefore  doth  the  Apoftle  here 
and  elfewhere  prove,  that  befides  an  acknowledge¬ 
ment 
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ment  of  God,  and  a  Faith  and  Belief  in  his  Son 
whom  he  had  fent,  that  good  and  holy  works  were 
required  as  neceffary  to  attain  Salvation,  but 
efpecially  the  Love  of  God,  and  our  Neighbour 
alfb. 

Hence  doth  he  excite  Men  to  the  former,  ly  that 
great  Love  which  the  Father  hath  beftowed  upon  u$ 1  # 

that  we  fbould  be  called  the  Sons  of  Gody  in  the  firft 
and  third  verfes  of  this  Chapter ;  that  he  that  hath 
this  Faith  and  Hope  in  him,  will  purifie  himfelf  as 
he  is  Pure  ;  and  only  he  that  doth  Righteoufnefe  is 
Righteous,  but  he  that  committeth  Sin  is  of  the 
Devil,  for  for  this  purpofe  the  Son  of  God  was  mam-  ver.  7, 
fefted ,  that  he  might  dejtroy  the  works  of  the 
Devil. 

The  Love  of  God  was  manifefted  in  that  he  laid 
down  his  Life,  and  underwent  the  greateft  Dan¬ 
gers  and  Hazards  for  us ;  in  like  manner  therefore,  if 
the  Love  of  God  be  in  us,  it  will  oblige  us  to  ven¬ 
ture  even  our  Lives  for  other  Men,  and  Charitably 
to  adminifter  what  Comfort  or  Help  we  can  unto 
them  ;  for  as  in  the  verfe  before  the  Text,  He  who 
hath  this  worlds  good$y  and  feeth  his  Brother  in  needy 
and  yet  hath  no  compaffion^  nor  yields  any  a(Ji fiance  to 
relieve  him  in  his  miftry ,  how  dwelleth  the  Love  of 
God  in  him  ?  How  can  he  be  faid  to  be  merciful,  as 
his  Heavenly  Father  is  merciful?  or  to  love  his 
God  and  Saviour,  who  afts  fo  contrary  to  his  Com¬ 
mands? 

Therefore  faith  he,  let  your  Charity  be  manifefted 
to  your  Brethren ,  not  in  bare  words,  or  fruitlefs 
wifhes,  faying,  Be  ye  Cloathedy  &c»  but  in  all  the 
A&ions  of  frncere  kiodnefi  and  bounty  to  them, 

Love 
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Tmi'  ivviiav  Love  not  in  word,  neither  in  tongue,  hut  in  deed  and 
rfo  in  trutfj .  as  the  common  and  natural  Notions  of 

h  £Ll%‘!  Mankind  have  fuggefted  to  them. 

»  W  The  Summ  then  of  my  Defign  from  thefe  words, 
Ifocrat .  £jiaj|  t0  give  y0U  an  account:  0f  this  Chriftian  - 

Virtue,  what  is  required  of  them  who  love  in  Deed 
and  in  Truth ,  as  they  ought. 

In  order  thereunto,  I  will  firft  of  all  explain  this 
Precept,  what  is  implied  by  it,  confxdering  it  un¬ 
der  a  two  fold  refpeft,  and  in  a  two-fold  eppo- 
fxtion. 

I.  As  it  is  oppofed  to  a  Pofitive  Evil,  which  is 
contrary  to  it,  as  Cruelty  and  Oppreflion. 

II.  As  it  is  oppofed  to  a  Privative  Evil,  which  is  a 
privation  only  or  a  failure  of  that  Love  which  we 
owe,  as  by  with-holding  that  Afliftance  and  Help 
which  we  flhould  yield  to  their  neceffary  wants. 

The  Firft  is  a  Sin  of  Commiflion,  to  be  Cruel ; 
the  Second  of  OmifTion,  not  to  be  Helpful,  both  of 
them  breaches  of  this  Brotherly-Love,  and  both  of 
them  condemned  in  Holy  Scripture ;  the  firft  by 
James  2.  i?.  St.  James,  He  (hall  have  Judgment  without  Mercy , 
that  hath  (hewed  no  Mercy . 

Matth.  25. 45,  The  latter,  by  our  Saviour,  Verily  I  fay  unto  you, 
46*  in  that ,  /,  (i.  e.)  my  Poor  Members ,  one  of  the  leafi  of 

them ,  were  Naked ,  and  ye  C loathed  them  not ,  were 
Hungry ,  and  ye  fed  them  not,  were  Sick,  and  ye  VT 
fited  them  not ;  therefore  now  go  ye  Cur  fed,  I  know  ye 
not . 

Under  the  firft  of  thefe  is  forbid  all  Violence  or 
Cruelty  offered  to  Mens  Lives,  to  their  Soul,  or 
Body  ;  to  their  Eftate  or  Good  Name  :  Under  the  fe- 
cond  is  recommended  Charity,  a  doing  Good,  and 
being  Helpful  to  others*  To 
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*  "  Era?  c5f  To  0/AftP  e&ratl 
TtV l  d  Olijcu  cljctBet  SJUJPtf  tvZH&t 

atMflt  /XM  CU/T«  ft£W  TO  eA/Vflfc- 

frf&KTJXJQV  eivou  tx  jw.  Arift. 
Rhetor.  Lib.  2.  Cap.  4. 

A «  dpA  ovvoelv  ctAAwAa/^,  »«} 
/3*Aed£  r  dySd  /mi  A aMvoyfa. 
Ariltor®  de  moribus.  Lib.  80 
Cap.  4. 


To  Explain  this  Precept  then,  what  is  implied  by 
it,  it  would  be  neceffary  to  confider  what  the  Mo- 
raiifts  in  general  fpeak  of  Love  to  another,  which 
is  thus  defcribed  ;  The  Propenfity  or  Good-will  we 
bear  to  any  for  their  own  fakes,  teftified  by  our 
faithful  indeavour  to  do  for  them  whatfoever  fhall  be 
really  and  truly  good. 

According  to  this  fenle  of  it 
which  I  have  now  given,  *  Arifiotle 
delcribes  it  in  his  Rhetorick,  and  in 
another  place,  his  Morals,  He 
calls  it  tuvo&v  dAA<!Aoi£,  a  ready 
and  a  cheerful  inclination  of  Man’s 
will  to  what  it  Loves.  In  which 
fenfe  the  word  is  taken,  when  the 
Apoftle  Exhorts  Servants  /mtf  IwoUs  ^aA ajovlcts, 
with  good  will,  in  the  purity  of  their  Intentions, 
as  An f elm  reads  it.  Anfelm  in 

What  manner  of  Love  this  fhould  be,  may  fur-EpheC5, 7* 
ther  be  deferibed  by  the  Differences,  which  are 
chiefly  two.  The  Firft  taken  from  the  Formal  Caufe, 
the  very  Life  and  Soul  of  Love,  iwota  /un  A cwtid- 
vnact,  which  lies  not  lurking  in  the  breaft  of  Man, 
like  W  inter  Sap,  that  neither  buds,  or  brings  forth 
Fruit,  but  which  is  lively  and  operative,  fh&wing 
it  felf  in  the  Ad:  of  Doing,  and  in  the  Objed  alfo, 
that  which  is  good,  by  good  Fruits  and  Adions. 

The  rvifdom  that  is  from  above ,  the  Apoftle  tells  us,  James  3. 17. 
amongft  the  other  excellent  qualities  of  it,  that  it 
is  full  of  mercy,  and  good  Fruits  ;  not  of  fruitlefs  in¬ 
tentions  and  good  will  only,  as  f  Clemens  Alexan -  j.  ’Ayl^  A 
drims  diftinguilhes  it  from  outward  appearance.  i*.h  yttyiun r 

d?X  h>  iVVQicft 

Kpiverah  Clemens  Alexand.  Pa^dagog.  Lib,  3.  Cap,  1 1. 
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The  Second  Difference  is  taken  from  the  Final 
Caule,  it  mud  be  ixuw  for  their  fakes  whom 
we  Love,  not  for  any  private  Intereft,  or  by-Re~ 
fped  of  our  own  ;  for  this,  our  Bleifed  Saviour  re- 
proved  the  Jews,  that  they  fought  Him,  not  for 
Himfelf,  or  His  Dodrine ;  but  for  the  Loaves , 
John  6, 2 6.  herewith  they  were  piled  %  Which  private  regard  to 
their  own  intereft  might  more  properly  caule  it  to 
be  faid  of  them,  that  they  rather  loved  themlelves, 
than  Him* 

According  to  this  Defcription  then,  we  are  obli¬ 
ged  to  all  mutual  Offices  of  tender  concern  for  ano¬ 
ther's  good,  and  endeavouring  to  promote  it  al» 
ways,  in  being  heartily  compaffionate  towards  all 
the  Evils  another  fuffers,  and  rejoycing  in  the  good 
things  He  is  partaker  of ;  In  fhort,  not  molefting 
anothers  Peace  and  Satisfadion,  but  indeavouring 
to  advance  it  alio,  all  the  ways  we  can. 

For  Faint  Willies,  Ineffedual  Defires,  or  Kind 
Intentions  only,  are  not  the  proper  Fruits  of  this 
Direction  here,  unlefs  they  Chew  themfelves  by 
Addons ;  in  all  Cafes  and  Circumftances,  affording 
what  Affiftances  Another  wants,  and  we  are  ca¬ 
pable  of  Bellowing. 

Though  Compaffion  and  a  Fellow-feeling  of  our 
Brother’s  Condition,  when  we  can  no  otherwife 
help  him,  is  I  grant  a  very  good  fign  of  our  Af- 
fcftion  and  Love;  when,  like  members,  we  have 
the  fame  Care  one  for  another  ;  and  as  the  Apoftle 
i  Cor,  i2.  26,  fpeaks,  if  one  fttffer ,  that  all  fuffer  ;  if  one  he  had 
in  honour ,  all  the  members  might  rejoyce  with  it. 

All  which  is  agreeable  to  the  Law  of  Nature, 
Match*. 7.  laid  down  by  our  Saviour,  that  whatfoever  we  would 
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that  then  (haul a  do  unto  us,  tve  fhould  fo  do  unto  Luke  6. 31. 
them ;  now  by  His  Precept  we  are  bound  to  /01/e 
our  Neighbours  as  our  f elves  ;  as  our  Saviour  and  MarK  l2e  314 
his  Apoftles,  and  Difciples  after  him  plainly  D 
teach  us ;  therefore  to  do  for  them  wbatjoever  we 
would  that  they  fhould  do  for  us ;  and  we  would,  \l$  James  2. 8. 
plain,  be  Pitied,  Cherifbed,  and  Relieved  in  our 
Wants,  which  fhould  ingage  us  to  Pity,  Cherifh, 
and  Relieve  our  Oiftreffed  Brother,  and  make  our 
own  Cafe  the  Standard  by  which  his  Condition 
fhould  be  meafured. 

Laying  then  afide  all  by-pretences  of  our  own, 
entring  into  our  own  Hearts,  and  fummooing  our 
fincerell  AffeQions,  may  our  own  Confidence  be  the 
Judge,  and  but  the  Law  of  Nature  the  Rule,  what 
we  would  have  done  to  our  felves,  were  we  in  Af¬ 
fliction,  Trouble  or  Diftrefs  ;  the  fame  whatfoever 
it  be,  ought  we  to  do  to  Him  who  is  in  that 
Cafe,  if  we  are  not  able  to  yield  him  any  other 
affiftance,  than  to  be  fure  to  afford  him  our  Pity 
and  Compaflion. 

But  where  any  thing  elfe  can  be  Adminiftred  we 
are  to  advance  higher,  wherein  the  Perfection  of 
our  Charity  confifts,  and  that  is  the  trueft  and  molt 
perfeCt,  which  is  of  the  Hand,  and  in  Deeds,  not 
in  Heart  or  Tongue  only  ;  for  our  Companion  may 
perhaps  cheer  the  Afflicted,  but  it  is  our  Hand 
that  muft  raife  him,  and  our  Good  Works  that  muft 
lift  him  up  to  a  better  Eftate, 

This  fincere  Love  confifts  not  in  affedting  a 
Compaffion  only,  if  when  we  fee  a  Brother  or  Sifler  jam  2. 15, 16, 
dejlitute  of  daily  food ,  as  St.  James  fpeaks,  and  we 
fay  go  in  peace,  he  ye  warmed,  be  ye  c loathed,  notwit h- 
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f  landing  ye  give  them  not  thofe  things  which  are  needful 
to  the  body ,  what  doth  it  profit  ?  what  good  do  we 
do  them  ?  and  what  relief  have  they  ?  Love  thus  ex- 
p  re  fled,  is  hut  like  Meat  fhown  to  an  hungry  Man, 
which  yet  he  muff.  only  behold,  and  not  taft  of. 

Sincere  Love  therefore  muft  be  in  Work  and 
Practice,  according  to  that  of  Job ,  where  he  tefti- 
job2p.i2,i6,  ges  his  Integrity,  by  delivering  the  Poor  that  cried , 
the  Fatherlefs ,  and  him  that  had  none  to  help  him , 
who  caufed  the  Widows  heart  to  fing  for  Joy ,  was  eyes 
to  the  Blind ,  feet  to  the  Lame ,  a  Father  to  the  Poor , 
who  broke  the  jaws  of  the  Wicked ,  and  pulled  the  fpoil 
out  of  his  teeth  ;  according  to  what  our  Saviour 
Afts  io.  38.  did  afterwards,  going  about ,  doing  good ;  and  as  Job 
further  argues,  that  he  did  not  with- hold  from  the 
°  311  Poor  their  defir e,  or  caufed  the  eyes  of  the  Widow  to 
fail ;  that  he  had  not  eaten  his  morfel  himfelf  alone , 
but  the  Fatherlefs  eat  thereof 

Our  Love  therefore  to  one  another  is  to  be  ex- 
prefled  in  Thought,  Word  and  Aftion  ;  Charity ,  as 
1  Cor.  13. 5.  the  Apoftle  tells  us,  thinketh  no  evil ;  and  if  we  are 
as  it  direfteth,  we  fhould  not  only  think  the  beft 
of  our  Brother,  putting  the  moft  Charitable  Con- 
ftru£tion  upon  all  his  A&ions  and  Behaviour,  but 
(peak  alfo  the  fame  thing,  not  uncharitably  judg¬ 
ing  and  arraigning  him,  and  in  all  our  Actions  like- 
wife  affording  what  Charitable  Affift  a  nee  and  Help 
we  can. 

Were  but  this  entertained  and  duly  pra&ifed,  it 
would  foon  banifh  out  of  the  World  all  Pride,  Vain- 
Glory  and  Hypocrifie ;  Envy,  Hatred,  Malice,  and 
all  Uncharitablenefs ;  where-ever  this  blefled  Seed 
100k  root  and  fprung  up?  it  would  comfort  and 
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cherifb,  indear  and  oblige  all  Mankind  $  forbidding 
all  violence  to  Mens  Souls  or  Bodies,  to  their  Goods, 
or  Good-names  ;  (in  which  I  think  are  comprized 
all  the  Relations  which  are  near  and  dear  unto  us) 
and  inftead  of  any  fuch  Unchriftian  pra&ice,  doing 
a!!  pcffible  good,  both  to  Friends  and  Enemies. 

If  therefore  by  this  Precept  we  are  obliged  to 
yield  all  the  neceflary  afTiffance  we  can  to  one  ano¬ 
ther,  undoubtedly  we  are  forbid  all  injury,  and 
harm,  that  no  fuch  thing  be  offered. 

Which  was  the  fir  ft  Opposition  I  before  men- 
tioned,  and  that  pofitive  Evil  contrary  to  it ;  as  Cru¬ 
elty  and  Opprefiion  of  any  one  in  their  Souls  or  Bo¬ 
dies,  Goods  or  Good  Names. 

I.  Firft,  Loving  in  Deed  and  in  Truth,  forbids 
all  violence  to  our  Neighbour’s  Soul ;  for  not  only 
He  that  feparates  the  Soul  from  the  Body  bereaves 
the  Man  of  Bodily  Life,  but  he  alfo  that  feparates 
God  from  the  Soul,  by  making  his  Brother  to  com¬ 
mit  Sin.  And  though  no  Humane  Power  can  ex- 
tinguifh  the  Soul,  it  being  impartible,  yet  it  is  thee 
faid  to  be  loft,  when  it  is  feparate  from  God, 
which  is  the  death  mentioned  in  the  Scriptures, 
when  Men  are  faid  to  be  dead  in  Trefpajfes  and 
Sins . 

And  thus  whofoever  it  is  that  draws  his  Brother 
into  any  wicked  Atfion,  or  flnful  Compliance ; 
whofoever  by  Incouragement,  Example,  Provoca¬ 
tion,  or  any  other  way,  is  the  Caufe  of  another 
Mans  Sin,  doth  what  in  him  lies  to  be  a  Murtherer 
of  that  Mans  Soul ;  wounds  him  deeper  than  the 
Sword  of  any  one  can,  pierces  him  further  than 
the  Spear  of  the  Mighty,  and  does,  him  that  harm* 
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that  all  the  malice  of  Earth  or  Hell,  are  not  able 
otherwife  to  do. 

For  what  light  Afflictions  are  thofe  of  the  Body* 
to  thofe  which  mine  and  deftroy  the  Soul,  and 
make  it  for  ever  miferable  ?  this  wrong  can  never 
be  expiated,  and  the  injury  is  fo  great,  that  it  ne¬ 
ver  can  be  made  amends  for*  but  Avants  a  Name 
to  defcribe  its  Cruelty  by. 

II.  Loving  one  another,  Secondly,  fecures  our 
Neighbours  Body  as  well  as  Soul,  having  a  regard 
to  the  good  and  welfare  of  that,  as  well  as  the 
other. 

To  this  Purpofe  God  Commanded  that  even  in 
inflicting  juft  Punifhments  upon  Convi&ed  Offend¬ 
ers,  they  fhould  ever  remember  that  they  were  their 
Brethren,  it  was  not  lawful!  therefore  among  the 
Deut.  25. 3.  Jews,  to  give  any  Man  above  forty  Jlripes  at  oneef 
and  the  reafon  is  given,  leaf  thy  Brother  (houlcl  be  de~ 
fpifedy  and  feem  vile  in  thine  eyes » 

We  may  eaftly  conceive  then  that  fuch  unjuft 
Cruelty,  as  wholly  deprives  the  Man  of  Life,  and 
extinguifhes  it,  is  forbid  too.  If  Religion  had  laid 
no  reftraint,  common  Humanity  to  others,  and 
Care  of  our  Pelves  might  prevent  this  Crying  Sin, 
which  often  times  is  <»ftrangely  found  out  and  pu« 
nifhedinthis  World,  and  will  be  (everely  accounted 
for  in  the  next. 

No  Sin  feems  fo  importunate,  ’till  it  bring  down 
vengeance  upon  the  A  dors  of  it,  when  you  confi- 
der  the  Voice  of  God’s  Saints  under  the  Altar :  How 
Revelat  6*  10.  longy  Lord ,  dofi  thou  not  avenge  our  Blood  upon  them 
that  dwell  on  the  Earth  ? 


And 
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And  it  is  worth  the  Obferving,  that  when  God 
made  Mao,  He  call’d  as  twere  a  CouncelL  Let  us 
make  Man :  whereas  in  other  things  a  bare  Fiat  was 
fufficient  for  their  Production*  It  is  not  therefore 
confident  with  Reaibn,  that  it  fliould  be  Lawful 
for  any  one  to  diffolve  and  deftroy  that  in  Sport  or 
Paftime,  or  on  every  little  Pique  or  Quarrel,  in 
the  Compofition  whereof,  God  took  fuch  Delibe¬ 
ration. 

III.  And  as  Man’s  want  of  Charity  is  difcernible 
in  this  heighth  of  Cruelty,  fo  alfb  it  defcends  to  our 
Neighbours  Goods  or  Bftate,  which,  when  Inva- 
ded  by  any  kind  of  Oppreflion,  or  Fraudulent  Deal¬ 
ing  with  him3  is  a  direft  Breach  of  this  Precept, 
and  the  Eighth  Commandment,  Thou  (halt  not 
Steal . 

Violent  taking  away  whatever  of  right  belongs 
to  another  Man,  who  being  Poor  or  Friendlefs,  un¬ 
able  to  help  himfelf,  or  refill,  but  muft  for  quiet- 
nefs  fake  depart  from  his  Right,  becaufe  he  cannot 
vindicate  it,  undoubtedly  is  contrary  to  our  Loving 
in  Oeed9  and  in  Truth . 

Of  fuch  OpprelTors  as  thefe,  God  once  complain'd 
by  his  Prophet  lfaiah3  Te  have  eaten  up  the  Vineyard ,  ifa.  14, 15* 
the  / foil  of  the  Poor  is  in  jour  Houfes.  What  mean 
ye  that  ye  heat  my  People  to  pieces ,  and  grind  the 
(ace  of  the  Poor  ?  faith  the  Lord  of  Hofis*  And  by 
the  Prophet  Mmh ,  thus  ;  They  eat  up  the  flefb  of  Micah  ^  ^ 
my  People ,  they  fay  their  skin  from  them ,  they  break 
their  bones 9  and  chop  them  in  pieces .  By  Poor  is  not 
meant  fuch  only  as  live  in  Want  and  Penury,  but 
all  others  of  an  Inferiour  Station,  unable  to  de¬ 
fend  themfeives  again  ft  the  Power  of  the  Mighty  ; 

but 
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Beut.  19.  14. 
jerem*  22.  3. 
Zech.  y«  10. 
Prov«  22.  2  2. 


Job  20*  14, 27, 


but  were  forced  to  endure  the  flaying  their  Skin 
i.  e.  the  fpoiling  of  all  their  Goods,  of  whatfoever 
might  Adminifter  Pleafure  or  Comfort  to  them. 

The  Apoflle  therefore  Exhorts,  That  no  one  go 
beyond  or  defraud,  his  Neighbour  in  any  matter-  and 
we  are  fo  often  advifed  Not  to  remove  our  Neigh¬ 
bour’s  ancient  Land  mark,  or,  to  enter  into  the  Field 
of  the  Father  left,  not  to  rob  the  Poor,  becaufe  he  is 
Poor ,  or  off  refs  the  Afflicted  in  the  Gate. 

All  thole  Wounds  the  Poor  and  Helplefs  Man 
receives  either  in  his  Body  or  in  his  Eftate,  are  as 
fo  many  open  Mouths  before  God’s  Tribunal,  which 
will  give  him  no  reft,  ’till  he  hath  rewarded  into 
their  bofoms  the  wickednels  of  their  doings. 

He  that  ipoueth  Houles  wmch  he  builded  not  5 
He  that  eateth  the  Poor  Man’s  MorfeJ,  either 
fraudulently,  or  violently  got  from  him,  and  He 
that  fares  deliciouily  upon  things  unlawfully  got, 
Job  pronounces  Sentence  upon  him ;  The  meat  in 
his  Bowels  is  turned ,  it  is  the  gall  of  Afps  within 
him  5  the  Heaven  (hall  reveal  his  Iniquity ,  and  the 
Earth  {hall  rife  up  againft  him:  So  that  it  will  do 
but  little  good,  which  brings  fuch  a  vengeance 
along  with  it.  0 

For  whiie  they  are  Uncharitably  Injurious  to 
their  Neighbours  Eftates,  they  moil  of  ' all  injure 
their  own,  and  themfelves ;  tranlmitting  a  Moth 
and  a  Canker  together  with  their  Eftates  down  to 
all  their  fucceeding  Pofterity :  And  while  the  Cries 
of  the  Injur’d  founds  in  their  Ears,  (and  Would 
be  well  if  they  went  no  further)  but  they  make  a 
greater  clamour  in  the  Ears  of  God.  While  any 
ones  Threfhold  is  walhed  with  Widows  Tears, 

they 


A  Spittle  Sermon. 


‘3 


Jo  l. 
22.  1'* 


they  will  fwell  up  to  a  deluge  of  Vengeance  a- 
gainft  themlelves ;  the  groans  of  the  wronged  Fa- 
therlefs  here,  will  be  certain  occafion  of  greater 
groans  hereafter  to  the  Oppreffor ;  and  whilft  any 
one  devours  the  Hirelings  Wages,  he  fwallows  down 
alfo  his  own  Judgment. 

4.  Thelaft  Inftance  of  our  want  of  Charity  is  with 
regard  to  our  Neighbour’s  Good  Name,  which 
ought  not  to  be  injured  by  us ;  Solomon  tells  us 
that  it  is  better  than  Riches ,  Odours ,  or  fragrant  Spi- 
ces,  and  to  be  chofen  rather  than  great  Riches',  being  pror. 
more  valuable  than  all  outward  things  of  this 
World. 

Indeed  the  Beft  and  Wifeft  of  all  the  Heathens, 
for  this  Reafon  feem  to  have  defired  nothing  more 
paflionately  than  that  they  might  lecure  their  Reputa¬ 
tions  while  they  lived,  and  purchafe  an  Immortal  Re¬ 
nown  to  themfelves  in  the  Generations  to  come. 

If  then  every  Man  loves  and  defires  to  be  well 
Ipoken  of  himfelf,  if  he  loves,  as  he  defires  to  be 
loved  and  regarded,  he  ought  by  this  Precept  to 
have  a  due  refpe£t  to  his  Neighbour’s  Reputation 
and  Good-Name ;  and  not  readily  fpeak,  or  caufe 
an  Evil  Report,  not  caufelefly  judging  or  mifrepre- 
lenting  his  Brother. 

And  thus  much  of  our  fincere  Loving  in  Deed 
and  in  Truth ;  as  it  ftands  in  oppofition  to  the 
contrary  Pofitive  Evil,  Cruelty  and  Opprefiion. 

II.  I  come  now  to  confider  it  in  its  2 d.  Oppo¬ 
fition  to  the  Privative  Evil,  not  fupplying  the  wants 
of  our  Brethren  :  How  do  we  Love  in  Truth,  if 
we  do  not  help  them  ?  If  any  fonts  up  the  Bowels 
of  Qompaffion ,  how  dwelleth  the  Love  of  God  in  him  ? 

C  How 
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How  can  he  pretend  to  this  Divine  Love,  who  af- 
fifteth  not  his  Neighbour  ? 

So  then  our  Love  is  nothing  elfe  but  a  cheerful 
diftribution  of  that  which  God  hath  given  us  to  the 
Neceffities  of  the  Poor,  and  a  Liberal  Difpenfing  of 
thofe  things  which  may  be  fpared  from  our  own 
Neceffaries,  or  convenient  Ufe,  to  fupply  the  want 
of  them ;  the  defeat  of  which,  is  a  Breach  of  our 
Loving  as  we  ought. 


A  Virtue  which  no  Commendation  can  fufficiently 
fet  forth,  even  Nature  her  felf  convincing  us  of  its 
reafonablenefs  by  her  own  Law,  which  fo  much  ab- 
horrs  want  and  emptinels  in  any  thing,  that  even 
heavy  Bodies  of  their  own  accord,  afcend  and  fup¬ 
ply  that  want ;  and  the  fenfelefs  Earth  yields  her 
Fruit  moll  liberally  in  its  Seafon,  ’tis  but  a  reafon- 
able  return  then,  that  we  Ihould  be  Bountiful  out  of 
that  Basket,  which  we  fo  freely  partake  of. 

By  Loving  thus  fb  as  to  confider  the  Cafe  of  our 
Poor  Brother,  you  will  pleafe  God  more  than  with 
Burnt-Offerings,  Sacrifice,  or  any  thing  that  hath 
Horns  and  Hoofs ;  which  will  make  our  Prayers  more 
available,  flie  fwifter  up  to  Heaven,  and  have  a  more 
gracious  and  fpeedy  Anfwer.  Give  Alms  oft  by  fuh- 
Tobit  4.  y,9,  io.fi ance,  fays  Tobit ,  for  thou  layeft  up  for  thy  felf  a  good 
treafure  again fi  the  day  of  neceffity,  becaufe  that  Alms 

Raphael  sjuoqm  do  deliver  from  Death ,  and  fujfereth  not  to  come  into 
Oarknefs. 

f50WS  ,( *  ^■Cyprtan )  that  our  Prayers 
tur,  Bonaeft or ati0  sod  rails  s.6  i€is  Powerful^  unlcfs  they  are  helped 

&  Eleemofyna,  quia  '  i 

Beewfina  i  mom  Merit,  &  iffi ,  feccata,  eftendit  Oratim,  mflra,  &  jejmia  mi™,  potTc,  mfi 

Eleemojymi  ^nr,  iefrecanme,  fila,  pmm  ai  vote",  mfifaBmtm  &  evernm  lecetfJL  f„g. 

T”‘r’>  rnfa-  firm«  Eleemo/jnx  Pet, times  tuple  e/ficicee fieri,  Bteamhfe  vitlm  it 

fericuhs  redirm,  Ekemfint*  a  mrte  *Ammat  bberari,  San&,  Cyfff.  it  Qpm  &  EkemoC  '  J 
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by  Alms  ;  Deprecations  alone  lefs  able  to  prevail, 
unleft  fupported  by  the  help  of  good  Deeds  and 
Works.  The  Angel  Raphael  (faith  he)  manifefts 
and  confirms  that  our  Prayers  are  Powerful  by  our 
Alms,  our  Life  delivered  from  Dangers,  and  our 
Souls  from  Death  by  them. 

*  By  this  a  Place  is  prepared  in  the 

Higheft  Heavens,  when  all  thele  *  Cum  Angelk  verftbitur ,  ££ 
Temporal  Evils  ceale,  and  decay  rrTdl}!  °rer<lfr 

•  t  r  *i  n  •  •  *  •  TltAttiy  pc r  C hiir it dt£W  PuYudifitg 

Wltll  OUr  trail  i^onilitution  |  our  nobk  apcrtm  eft ,  (£r  in  Ccelum  re- 
Alms  being  thole  Friends  our  Sa-  demonfir  am.  Ephraim 

viour  bid  us  make  of  the  £!%  Charltac£  f,ve  diIeftione< 

L*UKC  16*  0*  *  f!  jl  | 

unrighteous  mammon  t  which 
will  more  advantage  us  than  all  other  things,  and 
be  had  in  Everlafting  Remembrance.  And  befides, 
what  makes  us  referable  God  himfelf,  the  Chief 
Happinefs,  whofe  Excellency  confifts  in  Being,  and 
Doing  good  :  And  we  have  no  other  way  of  (hew¬ 
ing  our  Love  to  our  BlelTed  Saviour,  than  by  re¬ 
lieving  his  poor  members  ;  and  as  we  do  it  to  one  o/Wh  •>< 
them.  He  himfelf  declares  «-e  do  it  unto  Him, 

(f  )  He  that  Nouriftieth  the  Poor,  NourilhethGod,  ct)'Om- 
as  Theophylafi  glolfes.  He  hath  afcended  up  on  High, 
left  the  Earth ,  and  now  constantly  abides  in  Heaven  •  rheoTS 
we  can  do  Him  no  good ,  nor  bring  Him  any  Advan-  ad  Luci  3  ’ 
tages  by  all  our  Services  and  Minifying  unto  Him  • Cap' l2, 
yet  though  He  is  gone,  we  have  fill  his  Brethren  with 
us  Behold  his  Mother ,  and  his  Brother  ! 

If  we  then  Love  Him  as  we  (hould,  (hew  it  by 
Pitying  them  :  He  the  Shepherd  is  gone,  but  here 
ftill  are  his  Sheep ;  If  we  Love  Him  then,  we  mult 
{hew  them  Kindnels,  and  feed  them. 

C  2 


For 


Cor.  3. 


Per.  i. 


For  which  we  have  great  Reafon,  if  we  confider 
the  Apoftle's  Argument  here  in  this  Chapter,  what 
manner  of  Love  hath  the  Father  befiowed  upon  us  that 
we  fhould  he  called  the  Sons  of  God  ?  ver.  i*  When 
we  were  Sinners  as  great  as  could  be,  then  laid  he 
down  his  Life  for  usy  and  he  who  was  infinitely  Rich , 
for  our  fakes  became  Poor ,  that  we  through  his  Po¬ 
verty  might  he  Rich . 

Moreover  remember  whofe  Creatures  we  all  are, 
the  Indigent  and  Neceflitous,  as  well  as  the  Wealthy 
and  Powerful  are  the  Workmanfhip  of  the  fame 
Almighty  Creator  ;  of  the  fame  Nature  and  Blood, 
of  the  fame  Lineage  Stock  and  Defcent  with  the 
Meaneft ;  of  the  fame  Father,  and  Begotten  of  the 
.  fame  feed  of  the  Word.  And  though  there  be  dif¬ 
ference  in  the  outward  State  and  Condition  (as  all 
Children  have  not  the  like  Inheritance)  yet  are  we 
all  Members  of  one  Body ;  it  fhould  therefore  be 
the  Duty  of  Love,  to  add  comelinefs  to  that  part 
which  lacketh. 

As  we  have  the  fame  Father  who  hath  Adopted 
us  all  to  be  his  Sons,  fb  one  God  the  Son  who  hath 
Redeemed  us  from  this  World  by  his  precious  Blood, 
and  one  God  the  Holy  Ghoft  who  hath  Sanftified  us ; 
one  Baptifm,  one  Faith,  one  Hope,  and  one  Hea¬ 
ven,  the  End  of  all  our  Labours,  and  Reward  of 
all  our  Love, 

All  thefe  are  fb  many  diftinft  Topicks  to  inforce 
Brotherly  Love,  and  ingage  all  the  Affiftance  we 
can  to  thole  who  are  fb  many  ways  Related  to 
us. 

But  Confider  further  with  what  a  Plentiful  Hand 
God  gives  to  all  us,  and  in  what  meafure  Nature 

her 
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her  felf  recompences  what  is  bellowed  on  Her,  for 
one  Grain  cad  into  the  Ground  returns  manifold. 

And  thefe  Confiderations  duly  reflefted  on,  would 
inlarge  Mens  Hearts,  open  their  Bowels,  and  make 
Mercy,  as  the  Prophet  fpeaks  of  Judgment,  run  Amos  5. 24. 
down  as  water,  and  Righteoufnefs  as  a  mighty  Jlreatn, 
to  fill  every  emfty  Soul  with  Goodnefs. 

And  did  thefe  Thoughts  come  into  Mens  Minds, 
as  the  Cries  of  the  Helplefs  do  into  their  Ears, 
they  would  take  away  all  Objections  that  could  be 
pretended. 

What  tho’  the  Perfon  who  begs  an  Alms  is  a;  Sin¬ 
ner,  however  he  is  in  Want ;  and  if  former  Follies 
muft  always  be  remembred,  and  be  #an  hindrance 
to  all  the  good  things  we  need  or  defire,  who  then 
could  be  Relieved,  fince  no  one  can  wafh  his  hands 
in  Innocency  ?  And  with  what  confidence  can  even 
the  moft  Righteous  beg  a  Favour  of  God,  againft 
whom  He  hath  fo  much,  and  fo  often  offended  ? 

So  that  a  Sinner’s  Indigency  will  challenge  Relief, 
and  his  Poverty  claim  an  Alms,  though  his  Sin 
fhould  be  difcouraged,  and  his  Wickednefs  Repro¬ 
ved,  yet  fome  help  fhould  be  yielded  to  the  Man, 
though  none  to  the  Sinner. 

Inquiries  would  be  endlefs,  and  but  little  Cha¬ 
rity  in  the  World,  if  before  Men  gave,  the  Deferts 
and  Infirmities  of  the  Perfons  were  to  be  examined 
and  balanced.  It  is  fufficient  if  he  be  really  Poor, 
the  Charity  cannot  be  miftaken  ;  tho’  the  Man  is 
a  Sinner,  and  unworthy,  yet  we  muft  not  be  Un¬ 
charitable,  or  weary  of  well  doing ,  as  the  Apoftle  to  2  Thef.  3. 1^. 
the  Theffalonians  advifes.  For  the  Abundance  any 
one  is  Mafter  of,  is  not  the  Fruit  of  his  own  La¬ 
bour 


Ecclef.  4  i  j 
Prov.  3. 28. 


bour  only,  or  the  effebt  of  his  own  Merit,  but  the 
Free  Gift  of  God,  from  whom  comelh  every  good  and 
perfect  one  ;  who  blels’d  our  Labours,  and  gave  us 
f ncreafe ;  and  what  have  we,  that  we  our  felves 
have  not  received  from  his  hands  ? 

And  if  fo,  for  the  fake  of  fo  Bountiful  a  God, 
and  the  Mercies  of  fo  Gracious  a  Saviour,  they  fure- 
ly  cannot  be  denied  who  ask  in  his  Name;  with¬ 
out  whofe  Bounty  to  us,  we  had  been  more  mifera- 
ble  than  the  pooreft  Creature  And  their  Importu- 
nateRequefts  for  His  fake, may  remind  thofe  they  ask, 
that  fince  God  hath  given  them  all  they  have,  that 
the  Lord  hath  bellowed  upon  them  in  abundance, 
they  may  then  with  Reafon  part  with  a  little,  for 
his  fake  again. 

Which  if  they  refufe  and  do  not,  it  may  be  juft 
with  God  to  take  away  thole  Talents  which  are  only 
hid  up  in  a  Napkin ,  and  flop  his  Ears  at  their 
Prayers,  whofe  own,  the  Cries  of  the  Poor  will 
not  pierce  ;  and  they  who  denied  their  good  things 
to  the  Poor,  may  with  the  fame  meafure  expect  it 
flsall  be  meafured. 

And  that  the  fincerity  of  our  Love,  may  be  de- 
monftrated,  and  our  Charity  prove  effe&ual  to  our 
felves,  and  others  ;  may  your  Affiftances  of  the 
Indigent  be  Timely,  Cheerful,  and  Liberal ;  that 
the  Bowels  and  Loyns  which  have  been  fealonably 
refrefhed  by  a  willing  Mind,  and  a  Bountiful  Hand, 
may  blels  God  for  your  good  Deeds  to  them. 

Make  not  the  needy  eyes  to  wait  long,  and  deferr  not 
to  give  to  him  that  is  in  need,  faith  the  Son  of  Si~ 
rach ;  and  lay  nor,  Advifeth  the  Wife  Man,  Go, 
and  come  again  to  morrow ,  and  then  l  will  give,  for 

a  Gift 
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a  Gift  is  double  the  worth,  when  the  Receiver  is 

moft  in  need  of  it ;  and  that  is  true  Mercy,  which 

prevents  the  Suits  of  the  Needy,  and  doth,  as  often 

God  does  with  us,  give  us  what  we  lack,  before  we 

ask  it.  I  am  fought ,  faith  He,  of  them  that  asked  If*iah  t. 

not  for  me :  I  am  found  of  them  that  fought  me  not : 

Behold  me ,  behold  me ,  to  a  Nation  that  called  not 
upon  my  Name .  A  Cheerful  Giving  alfo,  not  for¬ 
ced  by  Importunity,  or  undeniable  earneftnefs,  will 
evidence  the  fincerity  of  our  Love,  as  the  Apoftle 
dire&s  ;  He  that  fbeweth  mercy,  let  him  do  it  with  Rom.  ,2.  g. 
cheerfulnef  r ;  and  every  man  according  as  he  purpofeth 
in  his  heart ,  fo  let  him  give  ;  not  grudgingly,  or  of 2  Cor-9>7> 
neceffity :  for  God  loveth  a  cheerful  giver.  A  Man  by 
fo  doing,  of  one  good  work,  performs  two. 

And  if  Alms  are  good  Seed,  to  which  they  are 
often  compared  in  Scripture,  becaufe  of  their  plen¬ 
tiful  Increafe,  and  fruitful  Return ;  pity  it  is  that 
they  fhould  be  (own  in  Tears,  which  (hall  (we  may 
be  furej  fpring  up  in  Joy. 

I  add,  Laftly,  a  Liberal  Contribution  according 
as  God  hath  given  to  us,  which  is  not  with  a  ftrait 
Hand,  but  very  bountifully  as  well  as  freely ;  Be 
merciful  after  thy  Power ,  fays  Tobit,  If  thou  haft  Tobit  4. 8,  ? 
much,  give  plenteoujly  ;  for  it  would  be  a  thing  not 
only  unufual,  but  monftrous,  to  fee  a  great  full 
Cloud  let  fall  but  one  drop  or  two  upon  the 
Earth,  from  whence  might  reafonably  have  been 
expeded  a  plentiful  Shower.  And  it  would  be 
no  lefe  llrange  for  one  who  hath  been  Blelfed 
Abundantly,  to  yield  but  Sparingly  again,  and 
give  but  a  little. 
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Though  a  Perfon  may  be  Liberal  in  giving  lit¬ 
tle,  proportionable  to  what  He  hath  ;  as  the  poor 
Widow,  when  fhe  gave  but  a  Mite,  our  Saviour 
Mark  12*  4?.  fays,  cajl  tn  more  than  Others ,  who  brought  in  their 
Rich  Prefents ,  and  Coftly  Offerings ;  God  refpe&ing 
not  the  quantity  fo  much,  as  the  Mind,  and  hearty 
Defire  of  the  Giver.  But  thole  who  are  Rich  in 
this  World,  mujl  fow  plenteoujly ,  that  they  may 
reap  plenteoujly . 

Thus  have  I  laid  before  you  the  laft  Argument 
of  my  Difcourle,  with  all  that  Brevity,  which  fb 
Rich  and  Inexhaufted  a  Subject  might  lead  me  to ; 
though  you  have  already  heard  it  prelsd  on  the 
two  preceeding  Days  allotted  for  this  Annual  So¬ 
lemnity,  with  all  the  Advantage  that  Authority, 
Reafbn  or  Eloquence  can  give  it.  Nor  need  I  now 
any  otherwile  apply  the  fmall  Remains  of  my  time, 
than  to  thofe,  who  are  the  Generous  Patrons  of 
Publick  Charity ;  who  are  not  only  the  Sollicitous 
Overfeers,  but  the  Great  Incouragers  of  all  Particu¬ 
lar,  as  well  as  General  Benefa&ions  in  this  Famous 
Metropolis  of  our  Nation. 

I  am  Defired  to  Read  a  Report  unto  you,  which 
tho*  it  hath  been  already  twice  Repeated,  doth 
very  well  deferve  another  Publication,  for  the  Ho¬ 
nour  of  this  Ancient  City  ;  juft  Incouragement  for 
others,  and  the  Neceftary  Commendation  of  that 
Extraordinary  Care  and  Prudence,  which  the  Wile 
and  Charitable  Governours  of  each  Hofpital  do  very 
well  deferve  of  Every  One. 

For  fince  the  Severed  Misfortunes  of  Life,  by 
the  Pious  Donations  of  Publick  Spirits,  and  Com- 
paffionate  Difpoficions*  are  here  Relieved  from  the 
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General  Miferies  and  Calamities  that  attend  the 
Weak,  and  Infirm  State  of  Humane  Life  ;  fiach 
Excellent  Perfons  ought  to  be  Honoured  by  all 
Virtuous  Good  Men  ;  and  every  one  at  the  men¬ 
tioning  of  their  Names,  fhouid  rife  up,  and  Call 
them  Bleffed. 


A  True  REPORT  of  the  great  Number  of  Poor 
Children ,  and  other  Poor  People ,  Maintained  in  the 
fever al  HOS  P  IT  A  LS,  ' under  the  Pious  Care 
of  the  Lord  Mayor ,  Commonalty ,  and  Citizens  of 
the  City  of  London,  the  Tear  l aft  paft. 


97< 


CHILDREN  put  forth  Apprentices ,  and  difch  urged  out  ChriftV-Hof- 
oj  Chrift  J’-Hofpital,  theTear  laft  paft  97 »  eleven  where*  pital. 
of  being  inftrutted  in  the  Mathematicks  and  N  a- 
vigation,  were  placed  forth  Apprentices  to  Com¬ 
manders  of  Ships  out  of  the  Mathematical  School  Founded  by  His 
late  Majefty  King  Charles  the  Second  of  Bleffed  Memory . 

Children  Buried  the  Tear  laft  pa  ft  4. 

Children  now  remaining  under  the  Care  and  Charge  of  the  /aid 
Ho fp it al,  which  are  kept  in  the  Houfe ,  and  at  Nurfe  elfe  where  269, 
and  100  newly  admitted ,  amounting  in  all  to  369. 

The  Names  of  all  which  are  Regiftred  in  the  Books  kept  in  the 
faid  Hofpit al,  and  are  to  be  feen ,  as  alfo  when  and  whence  they  were 
admitted . 

Which  being  fo  many  in  number ,  and  the  charge  of  keeping  them 
very  great,  (and  being  ft  ill  deprefed  by  the  very  great  Jofs,  which 
was  fuft ained  by*  the  late  Dreadful  Fire J  it  is  hoped  many  worthy 
and  good  Chriftiqns  will  liberally  ajfft  towards  fo  ufeful  and  benefi¬ 
cial  a  Charity . 


369. 


C7~*H  E  RE  have  been  Cured  and  Difcharged  from  the  Hofpit  al  of  St.  Bartholo- 
^  St.  Bartholomews  the  Tear  laft  pad,  of  Wounded,  Sicf  and  mewV  Hofpi- 
Maimed  Soldiers  and  Seamen,  and  other  Difeafed  Perfons,  from  taI* 
fever  al  parts  of  the  Dominions  of  the  Kings  moft  Excellent  Majefty, 
and  from  Foreign  Parts,  many  of  which  have  been  Relieved  with 
Moneys,  and  other  Neceffaries  at  their  departure,  tho  (as  it  hath 
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fie  a  fed  God)  the  create  [l  fart  of  the  Revenue  of  the  faid  Hoff  it  al 
2143.  wot  con  fumed  by  the  late  dreadful  Fire.  2143® 

1 30.  Buried  this  Tear ,  after  much  Charges  on  them ,  130. 

327.  Per  fans  remaining  under  Cure  in  the  faid  Hof  fit  of  327. 

The  difficulty  of  the  Times  being  fuch,  and  the  contingent  Charities 
exceedingly  leffened,  the  ordinary  Revenue  is  not  fufjftcient  to  fuffort 
above  a  Moyety  of  the  Charge  of  the  -whole,  by  -which  means  the 
Numbers  received  in  and  Cured  this  Year  are  fewer  than  the  fre- 
ceeding ,  and  without  the  Charity  of  well-diffofed  Perfons ,  are  not 
capable  of  being  advanced. 


St.  Thomas5.! 
Hofpitah 


2435. 

146* 

351. 


THERE  have  been  Cured  and  Df charged  from  St.  Thomas/ 
Hoffital  in  Southwark,  this  l aft  Year ,  of  Sick l,  Wounded  and 
Maimed  Soldiers  and  Seamen ,  and  other  Difeafed  Perfons ,  from 
fever  al  farts  of  His  Majeflies  Dominions ,  and  Foreign  Parts  ; 
many  of  which  have  been  Relieved  with  Money ,  and  ether  Neceffa - 
ries  at  their  defarture  ;  tho *  much  of  the  Revenue  of  the  faid  Hof 
fital  has  been  deftroyed  by  feveral  dreadful  Fires  in  London  and 
Southwark  ;  and  mofl  of  the  Buildings  of  this  Hoffital  being  very 
o!dy  low,  damp ,  and  incommodious  for  the  Reception  of  Sicft  and 
Wounded  Perfons ;  the  Governours  have  Rebuilt  a  great  part  there¬ 
of,  in  which  they  have  already  laid  out  of  their  own  Free  Gift  many 
Thoufands  of  Pounds ;  and  have  maintained  the  fame  Number  of 
Patients  for  Cure ,  whilft  the  fame  Building  has  been  carried 
on.  To  com  fie  at  the  whole ,  there  are  yet  fome  of  the  old  Wards  of 
the  faid  Hoffital  to  be  fulled  down  and  Rebuilt ,  which ,  without 
the  ajfiftance  of  Charitable  Perfons ,  cannot  well  be  accomplifhed ; 
the  Yearly  Revenue  being  much  lefs  than  will  defray  the  conffant 
Charge ,  2435. 

Buried  this  Year  after  much  Charge  in  the  time  of  their 
Sicknefs ,  146* 

Remaining  under  Cure  at  the  Charge  of  the  Jaid  Hoffital ,  35-1. 


Bndewel  Hof-  jyEceived  this  la  ft  Year  into  the  Hoffital  of  Bridewel,  Vagrants , 
pita],  l\  aylj  0ther  Indigent  and  mi f enable  People ,  many  whereof  had 

both  Cloathing ,  and  fuch  other  Relief  as  their  neceffities  required , 
being  in  great  Diftrefs ,  and  Jent  by  Paffes  into  their  Native 
1277*  Countries ,  1277. 

Maintained  in  the  faid  Hoffital  and  brought  up  in  divers 
Arts  and  Trades ,  at  the  only  Charge  of  the  faid  Hoffital ,  Appren¬ 
tices  ;  notwit h [landing  it  pleafed  God ,  the  Hoffital ,  and  all  the 
Houfes  within  the  Precintl  thereof  which  was  the  greater  part  of 
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its  Revenue ,  were  wholly  cor  fumed  by  the  late  dreadful  Fire ; 
bejides  the  great  Lofs  fuflained  in  the  Remains  of  its  Revenue  by 
two  terrible  Fires ,  the  one  in  June,  1673.  and  the  other  in  No¬ 
vember,  1682;  which  hapned  in  Wapping,  105. 


T  HE  Hofpital  o/Bethlem  is  of  great  neceffty,  for  the  Keeping  BethJem 
and  Curing  Diftratted  Perfons,  whofe  mifery  of  all  others ,  is  Hofpital. 
the  mofl  deplorable ,  becaufe  they  do  not  apprehend  the  fame  5  it 
difabling  the  Mind ,  as  well  as  the  Body . 

Brought  into  the  faid  Hofpital  the  la  ft  Tear ,  Diftratted  Men 
and  Women ,  54. 

CWW  0/  their  Lunacy,  and  difcharged  thence  the  faid 

Diftratted  Perfons  Buried  the  la  ft  Year,  16. 

Now  remaining  there  under  Cure ,  and  provided  for  with  Phyfick 
Diet,  and  other  Reliefs  at  the  Charge  of  the  faid  Hofpital ,  yiye  *  f  x 

The  Charge  whereof  is  great ;  W  Revenue  of  the  faid 
Hofpital  fo  l mall ,  not  to  amount  to  one  half  part  of  the  Yearly 

Expences  thereof ;  and  the  Building  of  the  Old  Hofpital  of  Beth- 
iem  being  Ruinous ,  and  not  Capacious  enough  to  receive  and  contain 
the  great  Number  ofDiftmfled  Perfons  °3for  the  Admijfion  of  whom  t 
daily  applications  are  made  to  the  Governours  thereof 


Vpon  a  Chriftian  and  Charitable  Confideration  of  the  Premises f 
the  Lord  Mayor ,  Aldermen ,  and  Common-Council  of  the  City  of 
London,  did  lately  grant  fuffcient  Ground  to  ere  II  a  more 
Commodious  Houfe ,  for  the  Keeping  and  Curing  the  faid  Luna - 
ticks ,  and  DiftraEled  Perfons  :  In  the  Building  and  Finijhing 
whereof  the  Governours  of  the  faid  Hofpital  have  laid  out  and 
disbursed  above  Seventeen  Thoufand  Pounds  \  whereby  not  only  the 
whole  Stocky  of  the  faid  Hofpital  is  expended ,  but  the  Governours 
thereof  have  been  necefftated  to  take  up  feveral  great  Summs  of 
Money ,  for  the  finijhing  the  fame .  And  therefore  the  faid 

Hofpital  is  a  very  fit  Objetl  of  all  Good  Mens  Charity,  to  do  as 
God  fhall  enable  them ,  toward  the  Relief  of  the  faid  Poor  Luna - 
ticks ,  and  Payment  of  their  Debts  5  there  having  been ,  and  daily 
are,  by  the  Bleffng  of  God ,  and  the  Charge  of  the  faid  Hofpital, 
and  the  Care  of  thofe  that  are  intruded  therewith ,  divers  reduced 
to  their  former  Sences . 
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Having  now  finifhed  this  Report,  which  contains 
fo  many  various  Inftances  and  Particulars  of  our 
General  Duty  of  Love  to  Mankind,  and  efpecially  to 
our  Neighbours,  under  every  fad  Circumftance, 
whatfoever  they  may  lie  under,  all  of  them  proceed¬ 
ing  from  Ancient  and  Royal  Foundations,  whole 
Piety,  as  it  is  the  Honour  of  their  Great  Names, 
and  of  our  Nation,  is  juftly  to  be  imitated,  at  leaft 
commended  and  approved  by  every  one,  who  hath 
now  heard  it  read  to  them. 

So  I  muft  Humbly  Beg  your  Chriftian  Patience  a 
little  further,  in  the  Reading  to  you  a  Second  Re¬ 
port  from  the  Prefident  and  Governours  for  the 
Poor  of  the  City  of  London,  who  are  Building 
Work-Houfes,  and  providing  a  Stock  to  let  the 
Poor  to  Work.  A  Defign  that  carries  lo  much 
Goodnels  and  Ulefulnels  with  it,  that  it  highly 
deferves  all  the  Approbation  and  Incouragement 
that  Pious  and  Charitable  Souls  can  give  unto 
it.  ' 

It  is  a  General  Good  to  this  Renowned  City, 
and  after  Ages  may  Blels  you  for  it  ;  fince  there 
could  not  be  found  out  a  more  Expeditious  way  to 
unburthen  the  Streets  of  that  great  Load  of  Idle  Va¬ 
gabonds,  and  daily  Beggars,  that  almoft  opprefs  your 
Shops  and  Houles,  and  throng  your  Churches  and 
Publick  Affemblies ;  and  ’tis  the  likelieft  Method  to 
make  every  one  fafe  and  eafie,  quiet,  and  undi- 
flurbed  in  his  own  place  of  Abode  and  Habitation. 

Be  pleafed  to  Hear  what  Progrels  hath  been 
made,  and  what  Care  is  uled  in  this  Excellent  Un¬ 
dertaking,  by  the  Account  following. 

A 


A  Spittle  Sermon. 


A  Short  State  and  Reprefentation  of  the  Proceedings 
of  the  Prefident  and  Governours  for  the  POOR 
of  the  City  of  London ,  for  the  Year  1701, 

PVrfuant  to  an  AEi  made  the  13 th  and  inpth  of 
Charles  the  Second \  for  the  EreSiing  a  Corporation 
for  Work- Houfes ,  within  the  City  of  London,  and 
the  Liberties  thereof  the  Prefdent  and  Governours  for  the 
Poor  of  the  faid  City  and  Liberties ,  Have  taken  feveral 
Houfes  in  Half-Moon- Alley,  without  Bifhops-gate,  at  a 
confiderable  Yearly  Rent ,  and  thereof  they  have  made0  and 
are  fill  makings  fitting  and  in  larging ,  Convenient  Work - 
Houfes ,  for  imploying  Poor  Children  of  the  faid  City  and 
Liberties^  and  fuch  Difir ejfied  flagrant  Children ,  as  are  found 
therein ,  that  have  no  Settlement .  In  the  fitting  and  prepa¬ 
ring  whereof  and  in  furni filing  the  faid  Work- Houfes  with 
all  manner  of  Neceffaries ,  there  have  been  great  Sums  of 
Money  laid  out ,  and  expended ,  there  being  at  this  time 
Three  Hundred  Thirty  Two  Children  therein ,  whom  they 
Cloathj  Feedj  and  Provide  all  Conveniencies  for0  Teaching  to 
Spin 9  Readj  and  divers  of  them  to  Write  alfio .  Every  Morn¬ 
ing  and  Evenings  their  School-Mafier ,  who  is  a  Minifter , 
Reads  Prayers  to  them ,  and  the  refi  of  the  Family ,  and 
InflruEls  them 3  at  all  convenient  SeafonsJ  in  the  Chkrch-Ca - 
techifim.  Of  the  above-mentioned  Three  Hundred  Thirty 
Two  Children,  Seventy  One  were  Vagrants ,  habituated  to 
Pilfer  and  Steal 5  about  the  Wharfs ,  /Oeyj,  <2#^  Markets  of 
the  faid  City  ■  addibled  to  almofl  all  the  Vices  that  their 
Tears  were  capable  of  and  accufiomed  at  Nights  to  lie  under 
Bulks  and  Stalls  in  the  Streets ,  or  where  elfe  they  could  find 
jhe Iter.  The  faid  Prefident  and  Governours ,  for  keeping  their 
Courts ,  Committees ,  Books  and  Accounts 9  and  the  Manage - 
zzzezzf  0/  variom  Affairs ,  co-incident  thereupon ,  a 
Secretary ,  Meffenger.  And  for  the  more  immediate 

Governing ,  Teachings  and  Providing  for  the  faid  Children 9  they 
have  a  Steward ,  *z  Matron ,  4  School-Mafier 7  as  before ,  ^ 
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School-Miftrefs ,  to  teach  them  to  Read  •  a  Writing-Mafter  a 
Porter,  Thirteen  Teachers  to  Spin,  Nine  Nurfes,  and  Two 
Cooks ,  rvhofe  Salaries ,  Wages,  and  Allowances ,  are  a  further 
Unavoidable,  and  Annual  Charge.  The  [aid  Prefident  and 
Govern  ours  do  alfo  at  their  VP ork-Houfe ,  every  Monday 
Morning,  d-ehver  out  W ooll  to  be  Spun ,  to  all  fuch  poor  Per** 
fons  as  defire  it,  and  are  skilful  in  Spinning  thereof,  and  pay 
the  befi  Prices  that  are  any  where  given  for  the  like  Work 
And  they  are  making  a  further  Provijion  for  the  Imploying 
ad  grown  and  fturdy  Beggars,  and  for  the  preventing-  any 
Per  Ions  Begging  in  the  Streets .  And  if  the  preventing  Ha- 
hits  of  Idlenejs ,  Theft ,  Debauchery,  Prophanenefs ,  and  other 
Immor ahties  m  Children  ^  and  on  the  contrary,  fowing  the 
early  Seeds  of  Induflry,  Honefty,  Sobriety,  Piety  and  Virtue 
in  them ,  Imploying  fuch  Perjons  at  are  before-mentioned , 
and  preventing  any  Beggars  in  your  Streets,  be  Works  accept¬ 
able  to  God  and  Man,  and  tend  to  the  Reformation  of  fuc - 
ceedlng  Generations  :  It  is  hoped  fo  Great,  fo  Good,  and 
Excellent  Undertakings,  will  receive  a  fuitable  Encou¬ 
ragement,  Aid  and  Affiftance, 

And  Here  now,  what  a  Beautiful  Profpeft  have 
we  before  our  Eyes  of  this  Grace  of  Charity,  if  (he 
were  to  appear  in  a  vifible  fhape,  would,  as  Plata 
fancied  of  Old  concerning  Truth,  Attra&  the  Eyes 
and  Hearts  of  every  one,  and  make  us  for  ever  wifli 
for,  and  fall  in  Love  with  the  Perfeftions  of  that 
Original  State  of  Goodnefs,  we  were  at  firft  Crea¬ 
ted  in. 

Here,  are  Difplayed  before  us,  as  it  were  in  a 
Lively  Fifture,  all  the  Common  and  Unfortunate 
Objefts  of  Humane  Life  ;  all  fuch  as  appear,  Poor, 
Weak,  and  Infirm,  through  Age,  or  Want;  thro3 
ill  fuccels  of  Trade,  orSicknefs,  and  all  the  other 
unexpe&ed  Cafualties  that  wait  upon  a  Private  or 
Publick  Station  of  Life. 


Here 
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Here,  the  Defolate  Orphans  are  Provided  for. 
Maintain’d,  and  Brought  up,  to  become  Uleful  to 
the  World,  and  Beneficial  to  themlelves. 

Here,  the  Melancholy  Widows,  and  thole  that  are 
Friendlels  find  a  fafe  Retreat  as  inviolable  as  the  Pri¬ 
vileges  of  a  San&uary. 

Here,  all  forts  of  Difeales  (even  thofe  which  are 
grand  Racks  and  Torments  of  Nature)  are  by 
Skilful  Advice,  by  Diligent  Applications,  and  Re¬ 
gular  and  Wholfom  Diet,  removed  from  Opprefs’d 
Nature,  and  the  Patients  reftored  to  Health  and 
Vigour,  (the  two  Chiefeft  Bleflings  on  this  fide 
Heaven)  to  make  Men  ferviceable  to  themfelves, 
and  to  the  Publick  Good  and  Intereft  of  all  Com¬ 
munities. 

Here,  the  Loft  Reafons  of  Men,  through  Mad- 
nefs  and  Frenzy,  are  by  Juft  and  Necelfary  Mea- 
fures,  re-inftated  into  their  Rightful  Government 
over  all  the  Parts,  which  make  up  the  Great 
Diftinguilhing  Characters  of  a  Soul  from  the 
Body. 

Here,  all  the  Irregular  Pallions  and  Appetites  of 
Nature,  all  the  Latent,  and  heretofore  unknown  Cau- 
fes  of  DiftraCtion,  which  too  too  often  ferment  the 
Mals  of  Blood  into  a  Storm,  are  Artfully  difcovered, 
and  found  out,  and  no  lels  fuccefsfully  Removed, 
and  Cured ;  and  the  Man,  like  the  Great  Ocean 
after  a  long  Tempeft,  becomes  fedate,  and  Calm, 
Compofed,  and  Quiet ;  He  is  Himlelf  again,  as  if 
He  were  a-new  Created  *  His  Relations  enjoy  the 
Benefit  of  his  Converfation,  He  is  become  Delightful 
to  his  own  Thoughts,  Uleful  to  Mankind,  and 
Thankful  to  His  God. 


Here 
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Here,  Induftry  is  Incouraged,  and  Youth  gently 
led  by  the  hand  into  various  Trades  and  Imploy- 
ments,  and  they,  by  the  continuance  of  that  In¬ 
duftry,  Live  well,  eafily,  many  times  grow  Rich 
and  Honourable,  and  by  the  Bleffing  of  God  upon 
their  Diligence  and  Frugality,  do  not  only  provide 
for  their  own  Families,  but  Return  even  while  they 
Live,  or  after  their  Death,  very  confiderable  Bene¬ 
factions  to  the  Relief  of  Others,  even  to  the  very 
Place  of  their  Education  :  like  Brooks  and  Rivers , 
(to  ule  the  Pfalmifts  Phrale)  not  only  make  fruitful 
the  Barren  Parts  of  the  Earth  through  which  they 
take  their  Courfe,  but  likewife  gratefully  Return 
their  Trea fures  of  Water  to  fupply  the  Grand  Ocean, 
whence  they  drew  their  Original. 

Here,  Thofe,  who  are  juftly  accounted  the  very 
Pelts  of  Publick  Places  and  Cities,  the  Ruine  of 
Youth,  and  Debauchers  of  Families,  traverfing  the 
Streets  under  the  Shades  of  Night  (Darknefs  being 
the  fafeft  Retreat  for  Guilt,)  like  the  Wanton  Wo- 
Prov.  7. 1 2.  man  in  the  Proverbs ,  lying  in  wait  at  every  Corner  ; 

here,  are  they  feverely  Punilhed  for  their  Vices  and 
Follies. 

Here,  Vagrant  and  Sturdy  Beggars,  who  are  able 
to  do  good  to  themlelves  and  the  World,  if  they 
were  not  incouraged  to  Sloth  and  Idlenefs,  by  an 
Unreafonable  Credulity,  and  milapplied  Compaft 
fion,  are  Difciplin’d  into  Induftry  and  Honefty. 

Here,  Work-Houfes  are  EreCted  to  InftruCt  the 
Youth  of  both  Sexes,  in  fuch  a  Method  as  to  be 
extremely  fublervient  to  the  good  of  many  Publick 
Trades,  and  Manufactures,  upon  which  even  the 
molt  neceffary  Concerns  of  Life  depend  ;  and  there- 
'■  by 
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by  having  rendred  thole  Arts  which  we  mainly  live 
by,  of  making  and  improving  our  Cloathing  and 
Linen,  Beneficial  to  our  lelves,  and  of  inexpreflible 
ule  and  advantage  to  the  World  in  General. 

And  I  am  Confident,  amongft  fuch  Generous 
and  Publick  Spirits  as  are  here  prefent,  they  will 
not  omitt  furthering  fuch  Good  Works,  which 
naturally  tend  to  the  Reforming  lucceeding  Gene¬ 
rations  ;  but  wiH  be  glad  to  take  all  the  Opportu¬ 
nities  they  can,  to  Eftablilh  and  Perfeft  an  Univer- 
lal  Nurfery  for  the  Incouragement  of  it,  fince  they 
themlelves  will  certainly  find  the  manifold  Benefits 
daily  arifing  from  them. 

Laftly,  Here,  Learning  and  Knowledge  is  inftilled 
and  implanted  in  young  Children,  particularly  Ma~ 
themAtickSy  and  Navigation ;  whereby  they  may  by 
length  of  time,  and  the  BlefHngs  of  Heaven  upon 
their  Indeavours,  become  Guardians  of  the  Sea, 
Security  and  Advancement  to  Trade,  and  a  general 
Incouragement  to  Merchants,  as  well  as  a  Credit 
and  Honour  to  their  Nation  and  Country. 

And  now,  O  Divine  and  Heavenly  Love  1 
thou  brighteft  Ray  of  that  Supreme  Fountain  of 
Light !  What  Tongue  is  able  to  defcribe  thy  moft 
incomparable  Beauty,  and  declare  thy  Royal 
Bounty  ?  How  vaffly  doft  thou  inlarge  our  Minds, 
beyond  the  petty  Cares,  and  little  Interefts,  of  a 
private  Regard,  into  an  Univerfal  Care  and  Com¬ 
placency,  making  every  Man  thy  felf,  and  all  Con¬ 
cernments  to  be  thy  own. 

How  doft  thou  give  us  a  Title  to,  and  an  Inte- 
jsft  in  all  the  good  Imaginable  of  this  Life ;  doft 
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Inrich  us  with  thy  Wealth,  Adorn  us  with  thy 
Honours,  Dignifie  us  with  thy  Wifdom,  and  Blefs 
us  with  all  the  Profperities  of  this  World,  while 
all  our  Neighbours  goods,  by  their  Communications 
of  them  become  our  own. 

How  doft  thou  raife  a  Man  above  the  reach  of 
Misfortunes,  and  Difafters,  of  Grief  and  Trouble, 
Fear  or  Pain,  while  lb  many  Publicb  Remedies 
are  provided  for  the  Cure  of  them  ? 

How  Sociable  and  Secure,  how  eafie  and  plea- 
fant  a  Life  do  we  all  lead  under  thy  Kind  and  Au¬ 
spicious  Government  ?  What  innumerable  Sorrows 
and  Afflidions,  what  raking  Fears  and  Sulpicions, 
what  Cares  and  Diftra&ions  of  Mind  at  home; 
what  Tumults,  Diforders  and  Tragedies  abroad 
might  be  prevented,  if  Men  would  but  hearken 
to  thy  Mild  and  Charitable  Suggeftions  ?  In  a 
word,  what  a  Paradile  would  this  World  become, 
in  comparifon  of  what  it  is,  were  thy  Kind  In¬ 
fluences  r  eceived  with  that  plenty  and  warmth 
which  thou  fheweft  in  imparting  them  ? 

Whereas  thy  Good  Precepts  and  Advices  being 
negleded,  Uncharitable  Self-Love,  and  Unjuft  De¬ 
fires;  Fraudulent  Attempts,  and  Turbulent  De- 
figns  are  let  on  Foot,  and  almoft  every  where 
predominant. 

May  we  all  therefore,  every  one  in  his  diftinit 
Place  and  Calling,  whether  Publick  or  Private, 
earneftly  Indeavour  after  the  Attainment  of  fo 
great  a  Bleffing  to  the  World. 

A  Bleffing,  as  ’tis  evident  to  us  all,  that  can 
alone  make  our  Lives,  and  thole  of  others,  mutu¬ 
ally 
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ally  Comfortable  to  each  other,  and  which  will 
not  fail  to  meet  with  Everlafting  Rewards  of  Peace 
and  Joy  in  the  World  to  come. 

Which  God  of  His  Infinite  Mercy,  Grant  unto 
us  All,  for  the  Alone  Merits  and  Mediation  of 
Jefus  Chrift  our  Blelted  Lord  and  only  Saviour. 
Amen. 

To  whom  with  the  Father  and  the  Holy  S fir  it, 
Three  Per  fans  and  One  God,  he  evermore 
Afcribed  by  us,  and  All  the  whole  World,  - 
All  Honour  and  Glory,  All  Power  and 
Praife,  All  Might,  Majefty  and  Dominion, 
Now,  and  for  Evermore.  Amen. 
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